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Poreign Trade of Bulgeria

Bulgaria’'s forsign trade in 1956 reached & postwar high
of $587 million, The distribution of its trade in recent
years has been as follows: USSR, 40-50%; rest of Bloe, 30-40%;
non-Bloc, 10-20%. In the period 1948-51 Bulgarie wes experiencing
import balances because of its need to import the machinery and
equipment necessary to construct a heevy insustrial base /és well
as Lo socialize its agriculture. These deficits were ae'étled
mainly by credits from the USBR. During the years 1952-55
export ‘mlanéas were sufficient to mateh the earlier deficiis.
Bulgaria claims that credits from the USSR in the years 1948-56
totalled 8 dillion leva {ebout $50C million).

The March 1957 talks with the USSR resulted in a Soviet
eredit to Bulgeria of $50 miliion and Bulgarie's virtually
egreeing to play the role of a truck gardener in intra-Bloe
Yrade. It is expected to increase the esport of vegetshles,
fruits and grspes to Bloe countries and draw a;; long-term
epeclalization sgreements with the USSR, East Germany and
Ceechoslovekia from whom it will obtain e variety of needed
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Foreign Trade of Bulgoris {(Continued)
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